


MAKE UP YOUR MIND!
Psalms 84:4-6

Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
they are ever praising you.  Blessed are those
whose strength is in you, who have set their
hearts on  pilgrimage.  As they pass through
springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools.

In this Psalm, King David is talking about how wonderful is the “dwelling place” of the Lord!  In verses 1-3, David expresses his
desire and his thirst to “be in God’s place”.  Some of us may be wondering if we are even close to being in God’s place way over
here in this foreign land.  Well, I have good news for you!  First of all, there is no land foreign to God Almighty!  We all have a

direct commission from the very hand of the Lord to be right here, right now!  We are in God’s place even now!  However, it is possible
to be present in God’s place, without dwelling in it.  If the place where you are “present” is different than the place you are “dwelling”,
then it is time to conduct a spiritual SLL (Stop, Look, and Listen).  David says, “blessed are those who dwell in your house!”  When
is the last time you were present and dwelling in God’s place?  When we bring these two together, God’s word says, we are “ever
praising him!”  Our strength comes from being in “God’s place!”

We are all on a journey or “pilgrimage” in our life.  Is yours drawing you closer to God or further away?  If you choose to dwell in
God’s place, then when you go through rough times (“the Valley of Baca”) you will experience unbelievable growth in your relationship
with the Lord (“they make it a place of springs”).  The blessings of God will also go with you (“the autumn rains also cover  it with
‘pools’” or “blessings”).

What does all this mean?  God’s place is our “safe house.”  When we decide to permanently move in to His dwelling place, Joy
enters our mind and spirit!  Even when we encounter problems along our journey, we can be assured His strength will pull or push us
through!  His blessings will continue to flow!  View this land we are in as “God’s place” for you.  Will you choose to simply be “present”
or will you choose to “dwell?”

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY

Saturday:  Your talent is God’s gift to you.  What you do with it is your gift back to God. Leo Buscaglia

Sunday:  It is only with the heart that one can see rightly, what is essential is invisible to the eye. Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry
Monday:  Kindness is wisdom. Phillip J. Bailey

Tuesday:  Service is the rent we pay for being.  It is the very purpose of life,
and not something you do in your spare time. Marion Wright Edelman

Wednesday:  [about the past] ...the way I see it, you can either run from it, or learn from it. Rafikki to Simba in
Disney’s The Lion King

Thursday:  People are like stained-glass windows.  They sparkle and shine when the sun is out,
but when the darkness sets in, their true beauty is revealed only if there is a light from within. Elizabeth Kübler-Ross

Friday:  Don’t smother each other.  No one can grow in the shade. Leo Buscaglia

By Chaplain (CPT) Keith N. Croom
Eagle Base Chapel OIC / Task Force Medical Eagle
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By Maj. Gen. Walter L. Sharp
Commander, MND (N)

I would like to conclude the two-part
series on my command philosophy with a
message about safety.

The safety of all those serving in
Multinational Division (North) is my
personal responsibility.  But I cannot do it
alone.  When accidents happen, we must
stop and identify the root-causes behind
the accident, identify potential problem
areas that we must correct, and finally
implement those solutions across the
entire command to avoid the possibility of
it happening again.  I want leaders at every
level to insure that their personnel are
practicing the safest methods of
conducting operations.  We can settle for
nothing less.

Since we have arrived in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, the biggest hazard by far has
been driving. Driving in BiH can be a
dangerous affair.  Roads are narrow and
winding, without shoulders, or without
marked bypass routes which may have not
been cleared of mines. I have also seen
many instances where local motorists have
made risky passing and lane-change
maneuvers.  In these situations catastrophe
is a bend-in-the-road away!

Vehicle Safety
Before anyone operates a vehicle or a

convoy exits a base, I expect leaders to:
·Conduct a thorough pre-combat

inspection of soldiers, equipment and
vehicles.

·Provide a mission brief to everyone in
the convoy to include observers.

·Ensure a “before-operations check”
was done on the vehicle and equipment
IAW the appropriate operator (–10) level
manual.

·Ensure the vehicle is properly
dispatched.

·Verify that vehicle operators possess a
valid drivers license and are licensed on
the equipment they are about to operate.

·Provide all members of the convoy the
latest threat briefing. Ensure soldiers
understand they are the “eyes and ears”
of the command while outside the base.
Identify to them intelligence-collection
tasks for them to perform.

Upon return, a mission is not complete
until the leadership conducts an AAR and
all vehicles and equipment have had a
“after operations check” performed.

I want to highlight the essential driving-
safety items you must practice prior to
departing from your base camp in any type
of vehicle.  It is excerpted from USAREUR
Regulation 385-55, Prevention of Motor
Vehicle Accidents.

The senior occupant in the vehicle will:
1) Ensure a risk management plan has

been approved before starting the mission
and is approved at the appropriate level of
command.

2) Verify the drivers have had sufficient
rest to operate their vehicle safely.

3) Ensure all vehicle occupants wear seat
belts.  Troop straps must be used for
passengers in rear-cargo areas while the
vehicle is in motion.

4) Assist the driver in recognizing
unsafe traffic situations and unsafe vehicle
mechanical conditions.

5) Ensure the driver complies with road
signs, speed limits, traffic laws, and unit
SOPs and makes immediate corrections if
any violations occur.

6) Ensure the driver maintains a safe
interval between vehicles.

7) Ensure tire chains are used when
needed and removed when not needed.

8)  Ensure the driver’s and TC’s vision
is not obstructed by ice, snow, mud, dirt,
placards, or other items not already
mentioned.

Hot Weather on the Way
As we get into the summer months, the

temperature can get hot and humid similar
to Georgia. Always take precautions to
minimize heat injuries. Avoiding heat
injuries is a leader issue, and I expect all
leaders to ensure that during pre-mission
checks, every soldier is prepared for
missions in hot weather. Review your PT
schedules to avoid the afternoons outside.
There is plenty of bottled water so there is
no excuse for heat casualties.

Weapons Handling
We carry personal weapons as an added

measure of force protection.  The handling
of that weapon is an individual
responsibility and must be taken seriously.
Accidental discharges of personal and
crew-served weapons are a result of
standards not being maintained.  When
clearing your weapon ensure you are
following approved clearing procedures,
and that you clear all weapons prior to
entering any base camp or base-camp
facility.

Maj. Gen. Walter L. Sharp

Safety: Everyone’s
Responsibility...

Situational Awareness
I want all to remain alert of your

situational awareness.  Even though you
travel the same stretch of road or frequent
the same towns, you must be on constant
guard for any suspicious changes in these
locations. This includes the places around
our own living areas. Be aware of the
unexploded ordnance around us. We
continue to see citizens of this country
sustain serious injuries and even death from
unexploded ordnance. Be aware of
unexploded ordnance warning signs, know
where unexploded ordnance areas are, and
only use approved roads for pedestrian and
vehicle travel.  The photos of mine-
detonation victims are unsettling; I don’t
want to see anyone go through the mental
and physical pain of such a horrific event.
Situational awareness is force protection.

Safety is Everyone’s Mission
Lastly, let me say that ensuring safety

in everything we do is non-negotiable.  All
leaders have the responsibility of
incorporating safety awareness in the
conduct of every mission.  We also have a
responsibility to each other.  As a unified
team, we owe it to our buddies to look out
for them in the conduct of this important
mission.  Everyone’s responsible for
immediately correcting and reporting
unsafe acts to their chain of command.

I am extremely proud that we have
trained, deployed, and have conducted
operations in a safe manner.  We must be
on constant guard for complacency in our
safety measures.  The endstate to our safety
program is simple; ensure that every person
in MND (N) returns home to their family
and friends in the same condition they
deployed.  I am confident that we can
achieve this endstate if we all focus our
efforts on ensuring a safe environment in
which to work, train, and especially live.

 Rock of the Marne!
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Story by Spc. Jodie M. Moore
318th PCH, Camp McGovern
Photos by Spc. Curtis Hargraves
Combat Camera

Task Force Eagle soldiers assisted the
United Nations Office of the High
Representative (UNOHR) in an early
morning raid April 6 on the Orasje branch
of the Herzegovacka Bank to collect
records and freeze assets.

“The mission was to seize all
documents in order to investigate
allegations of money fraud,” said Capt.
Jeff D. McCoy, assistant planner for 3rd
Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment.  The
branch was one of nine throughout
Bosnia-Herzegovina suspected of being
used to funnel money for fraudulent use
by the Croatian Democratic Party (HDZ).

“UNOHR’s mission is to identify
criminal organizations operating in and
around BiH to try and trace the criminal
organizations money tied to black
marketeering,” said Maj. Scott R. Brown,
Task Force Operations Officer for 3/7
Cavalry here.

“Task Force 3/7 was assigned by
Command SFOR through Multinational
Division (North) to provide outer
perimeter security for the UNOHR mission
to seize documents in the Herzegovacka
Bank in downtown Orasje,” said Maj.
Brown.

UNOHR and the government of BiH
asked SFOR to provide logistical and
security support for their raid on the banks
in MND(N). UNOHR representatives and
Multinational Security Unit (MSU)
members entered the bank at
approximately 8 a.m. to confiscate
documents and look for evidence they
believed to be inside.

Company D, 1st Battalion 153rd Infantry
soldiers who are assigned to TF 3/7 Cav
at Camp McGovern, provided the outer
perimeter security and quick reaction force
for the mission according to Spc. Mark S.
Camp who participated in the mission.

“We were set up away from the bank.
We blocked the road off to cut down on
travel, and didn’t let groups of more then
ten people come in at one time,” he said.

The whole raid was a relatively quick

operation considering the amount of
documents, according to Capt. McCoy.
“The raid was complete and the documents
were secure in nearly four hours,” he said.

UNOHR and the MSU confiscated
nearly 60 boxes of records and one
computer hard drive - enough to fill an
Army five-ton truck.  Multinational
Division Southeast raided six branches
and Multinational Division Southwest
raided two in their respective sectors
according to Lt. Col. Doug Morrison,
director of operations, MND(N).

Once the documents were collected, the
Military Police at McGovern provided
escort for the trucks that picked up the
evidence for the operation according to
1st Lt. Judith A. Brown, 223rd Military
Police Company.

“The MP’s escorted the truck with the
material seized from the bank to Camp
McGovern and then on to Eagle Base,”
said 1st Lt. Brown.

“Our only part in the mission was to
assist UNOHR by providing security,
maintaining a safe and secure environment
and assisting them with moving some of
the document records to a collection point
for them to review,” said Maj. Scott Brown.

 The whole operation went very
smoothly according to Maj. Brown.
“There was 100 percent cooperation by
municipal leaders, citizens of Orasje, and
the bank staff,” he said.

Soldiers assigned to Task Force 3/7 Cav assisted in seizing and removing nearly
60 boxes of records for members of the UNHOR to review.

TFE ASSISTS UNOHR IN BANK RAID

Members of Company D 1st Battalion 153rd Infantry secure the perimeter during
an UNOHR raid of the Orasje branch of the Herzegovacka Bank April 6.
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Medivac Sta
Competition

at Eagle Ba
Story and photos by Sgt. David Lietz
318th PCH, Eagle Base

“Is he still breathing okay?” asks Sgt. Terry Carpenter, flight
medic, 1022nd Medical Company, Cheyenne, Wyo., as he kneels
over a soldier with a gunshot wound to the chest. The helicopter
cannot land in this area due to landmines and time is of the
essence. Quickly, Cowboy 4 secures the patient by wrapping
him with the “sked,” on a plastic sled-type of hoist litter in
preparation to be lifted aboard Dustoff 73, an inbound medivac
helicopter. Perspiration runs down the face of Sgt. Carpenter.
He brought almost 90 pounds of equipment down with him as he
was lowered by hoist line to provide on-scene emergency medical
care. His equipment includes splints, an oxygen canister, a
medical bag with tape, bandages and emergency room shears.

“Dustoff 73, this is Cowboy 4,” says Sgt. Carpenter into his
hand-held radio as he looks skyward. “The patient is ready for
pickup!”

Welcome to the first-ever Medivac Stakes competition held at
Bravo Ramp here April 12. Five events were evaluated: preparation,
planning and receiving the “9 line” (a request from any military
unit for medivac assistance), navigation, hoist insertion and
extraction, and en route care.

“This is something brand new,” said Maj. John Papile, flight
operations manager, Task Force Med Eagle. “It’s a competition
for medivac crews—aviators, crew chiefs and medics—to show
proficiency.”

The competition, which provides air crews with real world
experience, is the idea of Chief Warrant Officer Mike Sall, a
standardization instructor pilot. It tests many of more than 60
tasks found in the air crew training manual.

“This is our job. This is what we do,” said Chief Sall. “Right
now, the air crew (pilot, co-pilot, flight
medic and crew chief) is enroute to a
grid coordinate we gave them. They
have to navigate to an unknown point.
Then, they will come back and insert a
medic for accuracy onto a panel from a
100-foot hover in order not to ‘trigger
any landmines’.”

 Hovering is just one of the skills
being tested and one of the most
difficult and demanding for a helicopter
pilot to accomplish.

“The aircraft ‘heading’ must be
controlled with foot pedals and the
position maintained over the ground,”
he said.

Chief Sall said hovering “has been
compared to standing and running on
a beach ball while rubbing your head
and stomach at the same time.”

Another test is for the pilot to hover,

Sgt. Terry Carpenter watches for his ride as he awaits extrac-
tion by dustoff 73 during TFME Stake Competition

Flight Medics frequently carry up to 90 pounds of equiptment
to treat injured patients.
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pick up a filled water
bucket and insert it into a
trash can. Water loss from
the bucket is then
measured. “A signifigant
amount of water loss will
affect the overall score for
the exercise ,” he said.  This
exercise tests the skill of the
crew chief, who operates
the hoist, and the pilot.
Together, they work as a
team to accomplish the
task.

“The crew chief watches
the bucket and tells the
pilot to go forward, backward, left or right,” said 1st Sgt. Lonnie
Berett, 1022nd Medical Company. “The person running the hoist
tells the pilot what to do.”

On the ground, Sgt. 1st Class Richard Austin, flight platoon
sergeant and lead medic, evaluates the flight medic treating the
injured soldier is.  Once the patient is treated, he is prepared for a
hoist recovery. The Blackhawk pilot then repositions the aircraft
to pick up the patient, and en route medical care is provided.
Weather is just one of the many challenges the air crew faces. The
unit has performed hoist missions in very challenging conditions
in Wyoming and Colorado.

“We have some weather limitations. If the ground is not visible
to the pilot at the destination then we cannot pick up the patient,”
said Chief Sall. But the “Cowboy Dustoff” pilots are certified to

fly in mountainous conditions and fly regularly in accelerated
winds and moderate turbulence levels. “Weather in the mountains
can change within minutes.  You begin to lose some effectiveness
in lift capabilities above 10,000 feet,” he explained. “All of the
pilots here are well-trained in mountain-flying techniques,” said
Chief Sall.

“We just did this (hoisting mission) two months ago in blowing
snow under night vision goggle conditions. Due to the rotor wash,
the temp was negative 40 degrees,” said Maj. Papile. “It’s a very
demanding thing to do.”

Also on the ground observing the training is Task Force Med
Eagle commander, Col. Rhonda Cornum.

“If we ever need to execute this type of mission, I think these
pilots and flight crews will do an excellent job,” she said.

(Above) The Crew Chief guides the sked into
the helicopter during TFME Stakes Competi-
tion.

 (Right) Individual patients are quickly yet care-
fully strapped into skeds. These plastic sled-
type hoists replaced the old stokes basket.
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 Many  people who have recently arrived for the SFOR-9 deployment have expressed personal goals of increased
fitness and weight loss.  Now is an opportune time to begin working on such endeavors.  Most will find it easier to make
lifestyle changes while deployed because we are forced to change our routine schedules.  Having a desire to change is
simply not enough.  Take initiative now and plan regular exercise and healthy eating habits before you get set in a new
routine that places a lower priority on your physical health.

Getting Started With Exercise:
·Beginning a new exercise program is often the hardest step to take.  Several suggestions may make it easier to for

you to win the battle of the bulging waistline.
·Join an aerobics class or find a friend to exercise with you at a designated time.  Knowing that someone else is

expecting you to be there reduces the temptation to skip a session on days when you really don’t feel like exercising.
·Pick an activity that you enjoy and your chances of keeping on a program will improve dramatically.  Any activity is

still going to burn more calories than doing nothing.
·Don’t skimp on the stretching.  Taking shortcuts and neglecting a proper warm-up and stretching period can sideline

you with an injury and delay progress in meeting your goals.
·Start slowly and build up your activity level.  Any sudden significant change in your activity level is an invitation for

injury.
·Set realistic long and short-term goals.  We all need to be working toward some achievement to keep us motivated,

but often the long-term goal seems too far out of reach.
·Set weekly goals for gradual progress toward your long-term goals.  Reward yourself for meeting your goals, but

don’t be too hard on yourself if you give an honest effort and don’t meet your short-term goals.  You may be too
ambitious with your goal setting.

·Remember that progress is not instantaneous; instead it is a process with an emphasis on continued improvement.

Nutrition is Vital for Success:
 Good eating habits are essential if you hope to become more fit.  Apply the following guidelines each day for

enhanced nutritional fitness:
·Eat at least three meals per day to ensure you maintain an optimal metabolism.
·Eat balanced meals (at least three food groups at each meal).
·Choose foods lower in fat and added sugar while also choosing smaller portions.
·Be cautious of sugary beverages.  Switch from regular soda to diet soda or water.
·Be realistic.  If you are overweight, you probably did not become overweight in a week so give yourself time to lose

the weight. Safe weight loss is 1-2 pounds per week.
·Take small, realistic steps toward a better diet.  If you drink whole milk, making an immediate switch to skim milk

may be too difficult – try 2% milk for a while before you try skim milk.

 *Remember that there is no one magic food or supplement that will make you thin and fit.  Similarly, there are no
“bad” foods.  Any food can be part of a healthy diet lower in fat and added sugars as long as you limit portion sizes and
do sufficient exercise.

Surprise Results:
 Don’t be discouraged if your body weight doesn’t change drastically.  With regular exercise your body composition

will change.  Your percentage of body fat will decrease while your percentage of lean muscle mass will increase.  Lean
muscle is denser than fat tissue and thus weighs more.

 Better indicators of progress are your body measurements.  Look for a looser fit in your waistline as a sign of
progress.  Set the expectation in your mind now that you will need to buy a new wardrobe when you redeploy and then
get started on your first short-term goal this week.  Good luck.

 To attend a nutrition class at TFME (no appointment necessary) stop by TFME’s Medical Education Center on
Tuesdays at 1030.  For more fitness information, call or e-mail Capt.  Lance Platt at the TFME Physical Therapy
section:  762-0234 or lance.platt@email-tc3.5sigcmd.army.mil

 Regular Exercise and Nutrition
Essential for Healthy Soldiers

Maj. Richard Meaney, RD and Capt. Lance Platt, PT
Task Force Med Eagle
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SFOR 8 Soldiers Return Home
After Successful Deployment
Story and Photos
By Spc. Lewis M. Hilburn
126th PCH, Eagle Base

Members of the 318th Public Affairs Detachment gather for a final departing photo-
graph.  The 318th handled the Coalition Press Information Center, produced articles
for the Talon, and filmed videos for AFN while in Bosnia.

“Our departure, for
me, is bittersweet.”

In the spirit of the changing
of the guard, Eagle Base
bids a final farewell to the

last  remaining SFOR 8 unit, the 318th
Public Affairs Detachment.  The 318th is
heading home to Forest Park, Ill., after
seven months of service here in Bosnia.

The 318th is making way for the SFOR
9 units that arrived here April 10.  The
transition is complete and SFOR 9 is
officially underway.

Not all members of the 318th will be
leaving however.  Sgt. 1st Class Brandy
Schiff, who served as acting First Sergeant
for the 318th, will become Media
Operations NCOIC.   Staff Sgt. Daniel Schiff,
former editor and NCOIC of the Talon, will
remain here to become Operations NCOIC
for the Coalition Press Information Center.
    “From the beginning, we knew we were
going to be met with challenges on this
rotation,” said Lt. Col. Thomas
Kurasiewicz, 318th PAD commander and
former director of the CPIC.

“Just getting used to how the public
affair’s operations would integrate with
Multinational Division North was a
challenge,” said Kurasiewicz.

Within the CPIC the 318th created an
Information Operations Cell. From this cell
they would gain access to stories and
events coming into Eagle Base.  The
majority of the information the CPIC
received came through the IO cell and the
318th was able to intergrate their
operations to run smoothly.

Lt. Col. Kurasiewicz said the senior
enlisted soldiers were the working element
in the mission.   “They made it possible
for the public affair’s teams to go out and
get the stories needed to produce the
Talon and acquire video,” he said.

Members of the 318th produced stories
and videos ranging from practice medical
evacuations and mine-clearing exercises,
to bridge and roadway construction.

They also covered the multinational
services here as well, such as the First
Peacekeeping Russian Separate Airborne
Brigade, the Turkish Brigade and the
Nordic-Polish Battle Group.

Lt. Col. Kurasiewicz is optimistic about
the incoming units that will be running the
CPIC: the 126th Press Camp Headquarters
from Michigan and Indiana and the 366th
Mobile Public Affairs Detachment from
Iowa.

He worked with two individuals from

the 126th PCH who came to Eagle Base
prior to their deployment and has seen
what the soldiers are capable of.  Before
leaving Eagle Base, members of the 318th
worked side-by-side with the incoming
units to ensure they fully understood the
mission.

“I have full confidence that they will get
the job done,” Lt. Col. Kurasiewicz said.
He went on to say that he was very excited
to be going home, but
at the same time, was
sad to be leaving.

Lt. Col. Kurasie-
wicz feels that there are
a lot of good people
here and enjoyed
meeting everyone
with whom he came in
contact with.

“I hope that life in
Bosnia can get back to
normal and the people will be able to live a
long and prosperous life,” he said.
     Sgt. Dave Lietz, a print journalist with
the 318th at the Acquisition office, feels
that the SFOR 8 rotation went very well.
He feels the leadership was outstanding
and if it were not for the officers and the
senior NCO’s,  the mission would not have
gone as well.

However , Sgt. Lietz believes the
enlisted soldiers provided the most

support, because they were going out and
getting the stories and providing the
footage needed for media production.

“Our departure, for me, is bittersweet,”
said Sgt. Lietz.

He frequently worked  worked along
with the local people and learned their
language.  He is glad to be going home,
but will miss Bosnia and all the people.

Sgt Lietz also feels comfortable leaving
the Talon, and the
entire public affairs
related missions in the
hands of the 126th
PCH and 366th
MPAD.

Spc. Marc Marin, a
former assistant editor
of the Talon said that
is excited to be going
home after being
deployed for so long.

“I feel that it will be hard adjusting to
civilian life again but expect to be fine
within a couple of days after arriving
home,” he said.

Spc. Marin feels that he is leaving the
Talon in good hands, and that the new
soldiers caught on quickly to the way
business is conducted.

Spc. Marin stated that  the mission was
a success and he can leave with a good
feeling about the job the 318th has done.

–Sgt. Dave Lietz, print
journalist for the 318th



A group of seven civic leaders from communities
near Ft. Stewart, Ga., visited Bosnia-Herzegovina April
6-12 to find out how their Army neighbors live and
work while on assignment to Operation Joint Forge.

At the invitation of Maj. Gen. Walter L. Sharp,
Commander, 3d Infantry Division (Mechanized) and
Multi-National Division (North), the group departed
for a four-day tour of Bosnia-Herzegovenia, and
returned with a deeper understanding of the
peacekeeping mission, the day-to-day life of the
soldiers, and the geo-political conditions in Bosnia.

The group included the Tom Ratcliffe, mayor of
Hinesville; Dr. Billy Hair, chairman of the Chatham
County Commission; Sampie Smith, Liberty County
commissioner; Jeff Arnold, Hinesville city attorney;
George Holtzman, president of the Coastal (Ga.) Empire
Chapter of the Association of the United States Army;
Terry Reeves, AUSA Coastal Empire chapter president-
elect; and Mitchell Bush, Savannah Military Affairs
Council member.

  Although most agreed that the nine-hour flight into Germany
was not the most comfortable, they were excited to see Marne
soldiers upon arrival at Tuzla Air Base in Bosnia after two days of
travel. Maj. Gen. Sharp greeted them as they in-processed in to
Eagle Base, and invited them to dinner.

 At dinner, Maj. Gen. Sharp
personally thanked them for
“helping the families and soldiers
that were left behind.  You are a
community that takes care of our
families, go back and tell the story
about the hard work our soldiers
are doing,” Maj. Gen.  Sharp said.
After a full night sleep in the new
Audie Murphy Inn, the group
toured downtown Tuzla and
Commanche Base.While at
Commanche, they met and ate with the soldiers.

“I was struck with the high morale of our soldiers and their
clear understanding of the mission” Mayor Ratcliffe explained.
Mr. Holtzman agreed stating, “The soldiers enjoy what they are
doing and see the value in what they are doing.”

The civic leaders were impressed with the progress of
reconstruction in Tuzla, but realized how far the country still has
to go after touring the ruined and shell-shocked city of Srebrenica.

“The sights in Srebrenica were alarming” Mr. Holtzman said.
“However, there were some encouraging sights.  The rebuilding
process is taking place and the presence of soldiers gives a feeling
of security,” he said.

The group’s third day included a visit to an elementary school
with no electricity or running water, lunch with the mayor of Tuzla,
a tour of a refugee camp, and a hike around a castle.  The innocent
faces of the children in the school and camp clearly had the deepest
impact on the group.

Mr. Reeves said he noticed that the kids in the school were
cared for.  “It is clear that parents make an effort ... they are well-
behaved and interested in what Americans have to say.  “They
are kids, just like any others,” he said.  “Then you go to a refugee
camp, and see kids who want to go to school but can’t and fall
between the cracks,” Mr. Reeves explained, “If you catch them at
that age, you have the ability to change their attitudes, and teach
them to work together”.

The group’s last day in Bosnia, the leaders met with the Turkish

Brigade in Zenica, which included a tour of their base camp.  The
visitors were impressed with the multinational forces.  Hair
explained that the Turkish Brigade is proud of their civic projects,
in particular the rebuilding of bridges.  “They are trying to win the
hearts and souls of the city...it is important to them in terms of
their mission,” Dr. Hair said.

The civic leaders left Tuzla on a C-17,
anxious to return home and share Bosnia
stories with their colleagues.  They agreed
the trip was worth the education, and it was
important for them to set aside their
community responsibilities, in order to learn
what the local soldiers are doing overseas.
“It is important for us to get as much
knowledge as we can while overseas...learn
the effectiveness of 3ID missions and the
value of success.  For that, it was worth
being away.”  Mr. Bush said.

Mr. Reeves felt the same way about his visit to Bosnia.  “This
has given me the chance to come over for a week and take back
stories to tell my business colleagues about,” he said.  “If we did
not help, in the peacekeeping mission, we would be fighting bigger
wars.”

The tour for the civic leaders was fast and furious.  Every sight
was different and unique.  Looking back on the tour during the
return flight, Ratcliffe said that Bosnia is a beautiful country with
great emotional and economic destruction.

“Healing the wounds both historical and recent will be difficult
and requires patience on the part of the international community,
including the United States,” Mayor Ratcliffe said.  “The 3rd ID
and the 48th Brigade are doing a great job of “peacekeeping;”
however, “peacemaking” will require strong and dedicated civilian
support on the same multi-national basis.  It will also depend on
the people of Bosnia.”

The group went home with hope for Bosnia and an appreciation
for the SFOR mission.  “There is no question the value of what
we’re doing here,” said Mr. Arnold.

Mr. Holtzman echoed that sentiment, “when you see mortar
holes and frames of structures, and yet the kids are smiling, it
makes it all the worthwhile.”

Georgia Civic Leaders Visit 3d ID
Story by Capt. Nicole Gardner
Ft. Stewart Public Affairs

Contributors to this article and photo are Sgt. David Leitz and Maj.
Mike Birmingham.

Terry Reeves, president-elect, Coastal Empire (Ga.) Chapter AUSA, shows
1st graders at Manjnovici Elementary School a digital camera.

“They are kids, just
  like any others.”

–Terry Reeves, president-elect,
Coastal Empire (Ga.) Chapter AUSA
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Easter Bunny Hops Through MND (N)

CW2 Jeff Bultman, Spc. Emmet VanAken,SSgt. Cynthia Giambo
and CW2 Kyle Smith share a smile with Elizabeth Rogers one of
the Red Cross volunteers portraying the Easter Bunny.

Master Sgt. Robert J. Piper, First sergeant of the CPIC at
Eagle Base, takes time out of his schedule to rustle up
some candy from Easter Bunny Jacki Lackney.

Soldiers have a light moment over the Easter Holiday.

The American Red Cross arranged for a pair of Easter Bunnies to hop in for a visit to Eagle Base, Camps
McGovern and Commanche, as well as the newly formed FOB Connor April 15,

The bunnies had the pleasant job of spreading Easter cheer and candy to base personnel. On April 14,
ARC sponsored an egg-coloring event at which volunteers filled plastic eggs with candy to deliver to
soldiers, civilians and contractors.

Elizabeth Rogers, an assistant station manager for the ARC, was assigned bunny duty at Camps McGovern
and Commanche and FOB Connor. According to Rogers, camera flashes were plentiful as she made her
rounds.  “I had a lot of fun, and the troops enjoyed seeing me in costume,” Rogers said.

Jackie Lackney, also an assistant station manager for the ARC, made bunny rounds at Eagle Base. To
Lackney, wearing a cottontail and satin ears for a day, is part of the job.  “We are here to provide smiles 24
hours a day,” said Lackney. Elizabeth Rogers gets

into the Easter spirit.

Photos by Spc. Lewis M. Hilburn
and The American Red Cross
Eagle Base

Volunteers decorate Easter Eggs for the holiday festivities.



SAMS OPERATOR MISSES FAMILY ACTIVITIES,
FORFEITS EVENTS TO WORK FOR UNCLE SAM

SACRIFICES
FOR SERVICE

SPOTLIGHT
SOLDIER’S

Story and photo
By Spc. Jodie M. Moore
318th PCH, Camp McGovern

Deployments come with sacrifices, that’s a guarantee.
However, some are still willing to do without when duty calls.

Staff Sgt. Elvena Howard, Compnay B 148th LTF, a National
Guard member from Hinesville, Ga., is one of many who
understands about personal sacrifices.

For Staff Sgt. Howard, a mother of two, being deployed to
Bosnia-Herzegovina has caused her to miss two very important
events in her life. First, she missed the birth of her first two
grandchildren. Her oldest child recently gave birth to twins, a
boy and a girl. Second, her youngest will graduate from high
school next month.

“I came over here, and I will sacrifice seeing my son graduate
from high school. My daughter recently had a set of twins, I
missed out on that also,” said Staff Sgt. Howard.

Despite the sacrifices Staff Sgt. Howard is making for this
deployment, she stays upbeat about her time in Bosnia. “This is
an experience, and it will pass. It’s not forever, it’s just temporary,”
she said.

Staff Sgt. Howard says as an NCO she can’t dwell on what
she’s giving up and doing without. She stays upbeat to motivate
her soldiers and to keep them from missing their homes as much.

It also helps that Staff Sgt. Howard, an automated supply
specialist (MOS 92A), loves her job.  Staff Sgt. Howard is the
Standard Army Maintenance System operator at Camp McGovern.

“I enjoy working with computers. It’s challenging. It gets hectic,
but days go by faster when there is a lot going on,” she said.

Staff Sgt. Howard works a typical 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. day. However,
she is “on call” twenty-four hours a day, and handles being woken
up from her sleep to come back into work.

Without Staff Sgt. Howard volunteering to come along on this
deployment, Camp McGovern would be without anyone trained
on the SAMS equipment here.

Staff Sgt. Howard knew her unit needed someone to do the
job, and heeded the call.

“I volunteered to come over here because no one was available
to come to McGovern as the SAMS operator,” said Staff Sgt.
Howard.

Staff Sgt. Howard also stated that she sees this as an added
experience in her 21-year military career. It is a chance for her to
do something different and see a different part of the world.

Sgt. 1st Class Charles C. Christenbury, NCOIC of Bravo Company
148 FSB, has high praise for Staff Sgt. Howard.

“She’s very proficient at  her job.  She takes good care of the
troops assigned to her.  She does as she’s asked without
complaints, and is always happy and enjoys her work. She stays
motivated, and it helps with her job,” said Sgt. 1st  Class
Christenbury.

What more could you ask of a soldier?  She’s a good worker,
well liked by her fellow soldiers, motivated, and proficient at her
job.

When Staff Sgt. Howard returns home she will become proficient
at spoiling her grandchildren as well.

Staff Sgt. Elvena Howard, Bravo Company 148 FSB, at her
desk. Howard is the only SAMS operator at Camp McGovern.


